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GARVEY PARK WETLAND — LOT 603 FAUNTLEROY AVENUE, ASCOT — REZONING 

Grievance 

MS C.M. ROWE (Belmont) [9.19 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Lands, 
Hon Rita Saffioti, MLA. I thank the minister for taking the grievance. My grievance is about a parcel of land in my 
electorate located at lot 603 Fauntleroy Avenue in Ascot. This piece of land is considered by locals to be part of the 
iconic Garvey Park precinct. Many constituents have contacted me to express their serious concerns about the zoning 
of this lot and any potential development, as this wetland presently provides a critical habitat for long-necked turtles 
and migratory birds. Importantly, this wetland is home to one of the most ecologically significant species of tree in 
the metropolitan region, Eucalyptus rudis, which provides a habitat for various species of fauna. Last week in 
Parliament, I presented a petition of 3 426 signatures. This petition requested that the minister refrain from developing 
this lot and instead recognise the environmental importance of this unique tract of wetland as being part of 
Garvey Park. When I met with members of the Save Garvey Park group on 10 February and I was presented with the 
petition, over 80 locals were in attendance lending their voices and highlighting the deep community unrest this issue 
was generating. It is important to note that in the past this wetland has served as a drain from the airport and has been 
key to stopping any harmful agents from reaching the Swan River in instances of emergency and accidents. Residents 
are deeply concerned about the prospect of this wetland being developed and want to see lot 603 rezoned to protect 
and preserve it as the natural parkland that it is today. This tract of wetland is unique and important. We will never 
look back and regret a decision to protect such parcels of land in our communities. I fully support the locals and 
request that the minister considers protecting this special parcel of land. Can the minister please outline the 
government’s plans to review the development of lot 603 Fauntleroy Avenue in Ascot. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.21 am]: I thank the member for Belmont for her 
grievance and for her advocacy on behalf of the residents of the entire electorate of Belmont. This has been an 
interesting issue that came onto my horizon as minister as an inheritance. As I said, ministers have the opportunity 
to create new projects and new planning outcomes, but we also deal with a lot of inheritance. This is an issue that 
we inherited. I will go through some background to let the member for Belmont know where we are at this point. 

The City of Belmont is actively pursuing infill and urban regeneration opportunities. One of the more interesting 
aspects that this government is bringing to the table in the debate about infill and regeneration is trying to make 
sure that we have sensible infill that is associated with transport developments and public transport in particular. 
On Sunday, I was with the member for Forrestfield at the entrance of the tunnel for the Forrestfield–Airport Link rail 
line. That is an area that I think can be developed as a very exciting precinct, which I know the Shire of Kalamunda 
supports. In the suburb of Redcliffe and around Redcliffe station, in the member for Belmont’s electorate, the 
opportunity to get very sensible infill is enormous. This government is bringing to the table a plan and a strategy 
of how to get infill and making sure that we link it very well to new transport infrastructure. As I said, this plan 
has been underway for many years. 

The Ascot subject site was identified as a development area in 2006. It was specifically considered due to the large 
individual landholding on the site and demand from surrounding landowners wanting to redevelop their properties. 
The Western Australian Planning Commission has advised that lot 603 was ideally suited for residential 
development, given the proximity of the site to existing residential areas. In this context, LandCorp acquired the 
site from the WAPC. In October last year, LandCorp initiated a consultation process that was designed to run for 
eight months and lead into a structural planning process that was to commence in June this year. To date there 
have been meetings with individual landowners, walk-throughs with residents and community members, and 
a formal community workshop at which attendees were invited to share their views about the proposed 
development. Although lot 603 has been zoned for residential use since the 1970s, it is clear that many people in 
the community see it as an important park and a sensitive ecological area, as the member for Belmont outlined in 
her grievance today. The views of the community and those expressed by the member for Belmont have been taken 
on board. 

Further geotechnical and hydrological surveys have been undertaken to assess the site’s suitability for 
development. It has been found that due to the conditions of the site and the surrounding area, the cost of the 
earthworks, for example, would make this project very difficult to, in a sense, stack up and be viable at this time. 
I have asked LandCorp to reconsider the development of lot 603 Fauntleroy Avenue in Ascot and I have asked my 
planning agencies to consider reserving the site for the community and for the future. As with all these decisions, 
it is not simple because it is underpinned by significant financial transactions. This project was anticipated in the 
previous government’s financial planning, so a financial flow is on the books. We are working across our agencies 
to see how we can make sure that the financial impact is not negative. 

We are working through all the issues; the geotechnical advice about this site is not that positive and there are 
strong community concerns. As the member outlined, the community is using it and it is a strong community asset, 
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which we all acknowledge. I thank the member for Belmont for the work she has undertaken in representing the 
interests of the community. Of course, the adjacent property owners have been looking forward to further 
development, so that is something we will need to address as well. We are working through the issues to see how 
we can deliver a solution that represents the strong community views but does not hinder our finances in 
a significant way. I thank the member for her grievance. We will keep working on this and, hopefully, we will be 
able to announce a solution very soon. 
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